
The Angliss Hospital expansion is coming along wonderfully! 
      More beds, four operating theatres and allied health rooms are on their 
way to this much-loved local hospital.  
      Opening 2026, we're bringing world-class healthcare facilities close to 
home! Great to have joined Minister for Health Infrastructure, Melissa 
Horne MP, and Jackson Taylor MP to celebrate the topping out of this build     
(Daniela De Martino MP ,7th July,  Facebook.) 
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Issue: 59 

Some of the residents at “Carinya Park” coƩage. 





The Cockatoo community bus. 

      The Cockatoo Community bus will be back in acƟon in the not too distant future. 
The bus group has been  incorporated and is in the process of being Accredited by 
Vic Roads. Once this is done the bus can be registered.  

 10am-1pm 
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The Fish & Chip shop in Gembrook has new owners. 
Hi all, 

      Yes, the fish and chip shop has new 
owners. We are local, very excited to be 
more involved in the town, and commiƩed 
to providing everyone with tasty food!  

      We want to thank Tammy for the Ɵme 
she put into training us. We wish her all the 
best with her new venture.  

      We will make some changes in Ɵme, but 
for now everything remains the same as far 
as menu, prices, phone number and open-
ing hours. 

      Please pop in and say hi!, Shona, Darren and Lachy 
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  Book 24 hrs prior or earlier to confirm your spot 

0403 126 217 

Weddings, SporƟng Events, Country transfers,               
City pick ups, Corporate transfers. 
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Lions Emerald and District 

      Lions Emerald and District proudly celebrated 50 
years of service to the area, Sunday, July 6, 2025, at 
Paradise Valley Hotel in ClemaƟs. Marking five dec-
ades of transformaƟve service to Emerald and sur-
rounding communiƟes, this historic milestone hon-
ours the club’s enduring legacy, its visionary found-
ers, and the inauguraƟon of its 50th president. 

      Founded in 1975 by charter members including 
current member Pieter Castricum, whose shared vi-
sion established a cornerstone of community service. 
Since that Ɵme, the Lions Emerald and District Club 
has become a reliable and valued component of help, 
support, and community service in the district.  

      Guided by the Lions Clubs InternaƟonal moƩo, ‘We Serve’, the club has touched count-
less lives through its unwavering commitment to service. Championing a wealth of impacƞul 
iniƟaƟves and community projects. 

      At the 50th anniversary celebraƟon Lions members offered a huge thank you to outgoing 
President Ray Spencer for his dedicaƟon to Lions and hard work before sharing in a hearƞelt 
welcome ceremony installing the club’s 50th President Dave Jordan. Dave shared his plans to 
guide the club into its next chapter. ‘It is an immense honour to serve as the 50th president 
of the Lions Emerald and District Club stepping into the role aŌer Ray Spencer is daunƟng, 
yet I am inspired to lead our conƟnued mission of making a lasƟng impact in our district 
communiƟes, parƟcularly as I reflect on Pieter Castricum’s remarkable vision, commitment 
and club achievements.’. 

      The Lions Emerald and District changeover, chaired by local MP Daniela De MarƟno, also 
included in the disƟnguished crowd current and past members, as well as representaƟves 
from Lions Clubs across Victoria.  

      A parƟcular highlight of the event was a moving tribute to Pieter Castricum, whose pio-
neering spirit sparked a legacy of service. Peter’s work supported a showcase of the club’s 
contribuƟons to the district during its fiŌy years of service. Of noteworthy interest in the 
overview were tesƟmonials from community members who have benefited from its service 
and programs. 

      In his address, outgoing President, Mr. Ray Spencer told those gathered, ‘We are incredi-
bly proud to celebrate 50 years of service, a journey that began when a small group of com-
munity members, included our much-valued Charter member Pieter, decided to become 
acƟvely involved in helping our community thrive. Pieter and other Charter members shared 
an extraordinary vision, and we expect over his fiŌy years of service Pieter has remained 
proud of the many wonderful outcomes. This milestone reflects the dedicaƟon of our mem-
bers and the unwavering support of the Emerald and District communiƟes to Lions.  
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Community Pharmacy Program 
Daniela De Martino MP, Facebook. 
      Our Victorian Government is continuing to support accessible, affordable 
healthcare in local communities by making the successful Community Phar-
macist Pilot a permanent Program from 1 July 2025. 
      Under the expanded program: 
• Pharmacists will continue offering services to treat UTIs, skin conditions, 
the resupply of oral contraceptives, and the range of vaccines treatments 
first introduced through the pilot. 
• Over the next two years, up to 22 health conditions and well-being services 
will be available through community pharmacies. 
• Most consultations will remain free, to ensure services remain accessible. 
      These changes are part of our Government’s ongoing commitment to 
strengthening primary care, reducing pressure on GPs, and improving health 
access across Victoria. 
It means more support for our pharmacists, less waiting for patients, and 
better outcomes for everyone. 
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Gembrook Spuds 
By Tina VS on the “Gembrook History” Facebook page. 

      Gembrook has always been associated with Potatoes. In 1877, the Blackhouse Brothers 
were digging 5 tons of Potatoes to the acre. This was only 4 years aŌer SeƩlement began in 
1873. (Casey-Cardinia –links to our past: The year of the potato) Once Puffing Billy came to 
Gembrook, it made transportaƟon of potatoes a lot easier. Despite the claims by those en-
gaged in the Timber industry, potatoes played a part in the opening of the railway. 

      By 1922, no less than 200 acres of potatoes were being planted annually in Gembrook. 
The newly cleared land had leŌ volcanic soil of great ferƟlity. 

      In an arƟcle in The Australian, September 9th 1922, it states, ”The quality of the Gem-
brook Potatoes cannot be excelled, and there is always a keen demand for them at top quo-
taƟons. One of the local farmers forwarded a truck to Melbourne early in August, and re-
ceived the following memorandum, from the selling Agent-“ The potatoes are equal to any 
arriving in Melbourne. Today we made as high as £7/10 a ton, which price being, we believe 
higher than was realised for potatoes from any other district”. 

      The main growers at this Ɵme were Messers- Byrcholl Bros., V.Carter, J. Deeble, J. Turn-
bull, J. Hamilton, J.Jones, J. Kelly, M.D Night, J. Monsergh, F. Onley, J.Quigley, E. Riepel, 
J.Tate, J.Twyford ans son, J. Ure Senior and J. Ure Junior. The varieƟes being grown were, 
Carman No1, Manistee, Clark’s main crop, Snowflake and Up to date. 

      The late 20’s and early 30’s saw Koo Wee Rup hit by floods. In 1934 they were hit hard. 
11000- 12000 acres of potato crops were lost. This equated to 40000 to 50000 tons of 
Spuds. It was aŌer the 1934 floods that Potato farming in Gembrook took off. Farmers were 
sick of dealing with floods and were aƩracƟng by the ferƟle soil, slopped paddocks and less 
chance of flooding, headed to the Hills. 

      It was at this Ɵme, and into the early 40’s that many Italians came into the area. They 
were referred to as “Enemy Aliens”.In 1942, it was reported in The Healesville and Yarra 
Glen Guardian that in the Emerald district, which extended from Menzies Creek to Gem-
brook and included Monbulk, Cockatoo, ClemaƟs and Macclesfield, that 122 Enemy Aliens, 
except for a dozen Albanians were Italian. 39 of the Enemy Aliens were growing potatoes. 
Those that were Naturalised were able to purchase lands, while others leased land to grow 
Potatoes. There was a lot of resentment towards the Italians during the war. Many Australi-
ans struggled watching the Italians becoming successful Potato Growers, while many of the 
locals were overseas fighƟng in the War. Others respected the Italians work ethic and ad-
mired their wives that worked alongside their husbands in the paddock.  

      Some of the Italians growing potatoes in that Ɵme were Savarino, GallenƟ, Angelo and 
Phillip Falcone, Giuseppe Lamendola, Croce ( Roger) Pantorno, Vincenzo Failla, Guiseppe 
RaciƟ, Filippo Pepi, Giuseppe Pavone, G. licciardi and Vincenzo Scacco. (ConƟnued next 
page) 
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Gembrook Spuds (conƟnued) 
By Tina VS on the “Gembrook History” Facebook page. 

      Dry condiƟons in the early 50’s led to very hard Ɵmes for the local farmers. Grub deci-
mated many crops. Victoria had a potato shortage. It was referred to as the ` Victorian Pota-
to Famine’. Some weeks the Melbourne Markets didn’t have any potatoes delivered. Hospi-
tals were considering serving the paƟents dehydrated potatoes. The issue wasn’t that there 
wasn’t any potatoes, it was that growers could get more money sending what potatoes they 
had to Sydney, or to sell them on the Black Market. 

      In 1954, Red Gem Packers began operaƟons in the Goods Shed in the old Puffing Billy 
Yard, selling washed Potatoes. 

      1956, saw some areas in Victoria have a dry early part of the year and then other areas 
were hit by severe floods. This affected the quanƟty and quality of Potatoes. The price of 
potatoes sky rocketed. People in Sydney were offering Rugby Tickets for potatoes, bags of 
potatoes were being stolen off slow moving trucks and out of paddocks. The humble Potato 
had become a Rich man’s Food.  

      This was the year that the Gembrook Potato farmer struck gold. One local farmer was so 
happy to finally be able to buy a new Suit. Two brothers who were growing together earned 
£42000 and purchased 21 houses.  

      In 1957, they couldn’t give their spuds away. 

      Due to the money made in 1956, many farmers were able to update their equipment. 
They reƟred their horses and purchased tractors. Many farming techniques had to change. 
With the horses, the crops had to be planted across the paddocks. This made it easier for 
the horses to pull the implements. With Tractors, they had to plant up and down the pad-
docks. This made it easier to control the implements and reduced the risk of rolling tractors 
etc on the slopes. ( Tina commented “I don’t feel right taking all the credit . Julian Dyer and 
my dad Joe Pantorno helped greatly and Michelle Granieri provided many of the photos.) 

To be conƟnued next month. 
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FRIDAYS 

St Lukes, 1 McBride st. Cockatoo. Driveway beside the creek. 
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At the Cockatoo Over 50’s Centre  

Alma Treloar Reserve Pakenham Rd. Cockatoo. 

13 

BEGINNERS LINE DANCING - Tuesday  10.00 - 
11.30. with Kathy Smith as teacher. To join class ring 
Dot 0400 070 197 or send an SMS to the number. Feel 
free to walk in and join us. $6.00 a week and annual 
Associate membership. $6.00. 

AUGUST  
 
4th.     A.G.M.   11.00am     12.30 HIGH TEA for members 
only.   
11th    CraŌ with Marg and Marty.   Bring your own lunch 
18th    Guest Speaker Tracey on Hill’s NILS.       Free event  
All community welcome 1.00pm 
25th.   OuƟng - lunch at Meat and Dumplings.  
 
MeditaƟon with Danny & Chris. - 0412468867.         
Wednesdays $10.00 a session  
10.00 - 12.00  
 
Podiatrist appointments-  
Please phone Dot - 0400070197  
Next appointment at Over 50’s centre is September 17 th 
 
Chair Pilates every Friday 10.00 - 10.45. with JeaneƩe. Feel 
free to walk in and join us. $7.00 a week and an annual As-
sociate membership $6.00. 
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   At Healesville Sanctuary 
in Victoria, sniffer dogs 
Kip the kelpie and Moss 
the labrador are helping 
track vulnerable platy-
puses by riding paddle 
boards with their han-
dlers.  
   Nicknamed the “paddle 
pups,” the duo detects 
platypus scent in rivers, 
aiding scientists in locat-
ing the elusive species. 
With platypuses listed as 
vulnerable or endangered 
in parts of Australia, this 
innovative conservation 
method offers hope for 
better protection and 
research. 

HillsNews. Online at www.3781news.com 

ContribuƟons for consideraƟon for publicaƟon are welcome and must be submiƩed by the 
20th of the month for the next issue, Emailed to 3781News@gmail.com or posted to 
3781News, PO Box 3, Cockatoo, VIC 3781.  Editor BreƩ Barker 2/5 McBride St, Cockatoo. 
0421 219 899. 3781News is Auspiced by Cockatoo RSL sub branch inc. Read online and see 
back issues at 3781news.com or send an email to subscribe and help save a tree. 
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   3rd August 

   17th August 

   31st August 

10th August 
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Nominate a young person for Cardinia Shire's Good 
Choice Awards 
Published: 7 July 2025 
      Nominations are now open for the Cardinia Shire Council's annual Good Choice 
Awards. 
      The Good Choice Awards recognise and celebrate young people aged 12-24 who 
demonstrate resilience, kindness, and strength in their decision-making throughout 
2024.  
      This might include prioritising study, applying for a job, making informed choices 
about their health and safety, accessing support networks, prioritising life goals and 
aspirations, choosing to spend time with positive influences, and engaging in school 
or returning to study with confidence.  
      Cardinia Shire Mayor Councillor Jack Kowarzik is encouraging everyone to nomi-
nate a young person who has made some great choices this year.   
      "I'm always amazed by the drive and good decisions our young people show. It’s 
awesome to have a chance to celebrate their bold moves towards achieving their 
dreams," said Mayor Kowarzik.  
      Nominations for the Good Choice Awards close on Monday, 4 August. Council 
will hold a celebratory event in September to recognise all the young people nomi-
nated for a Good Choice Award.   
      To nominate a young person, go to https://forms.office.com/r/ywEBsdfmMN 
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Australian Koala Foundation 
      This September, our organi-
sation is preparing for 30 days 
of engaging and informative 
Koala-related activities to help 
spread awareness of our four 
decade-long battle to save the 
flora and fauna of the Australia 
bush. 
      Save the Koala Month is our 
annual worldwide event to 
share our work with children 
and adults who are passionate 
about educating themselves 
about Koalas and their habitat. 
We’ve been celebrating this 
event since 1989 to raise funds 
for our Foundation’s important 
work. AKF is one of the very charities that does not take government funding, ena-
bling us to speak freely for the Koala.  
 
      Deborah Tabart OAM, Chair of the Australian Koala Foundation, says: 
“Save the Koala Month is all about helping Koalas in fun and friendly ways! Every 
little action big or small can make a big difference for our furry friends.” 
      We are calling on all kids and adults to accept the mission at hand -
                  Become a Koala Guardian this September! 
      There are numerous ways that both Australians and supporters abroad can get 
involved in our Save the Koala Month festivities. 
-    Planting trees for Koala habitat via the AKF Plant a Tree Program. 
-    Support an adult or joey Koala through our Adopt a Koala Program 
-    Ordering a donation box for your school, workplace or local shop 
-    Hosting fundraisers such as a Koala Cake Stall, Koala Karaoke, Trivia Nights and 
more 
-    Sharing knowledge by educating others about Koala facts 
-    Joining the Koala Army to be a voice for change, writing to the Prime Minister or 
the Environmental Minister, urging them to support the future of our Koalas by en-
acting the Koala Protection Act. 
      The Australian Koala Foundation are counting down the days until September — 
it’s time to stand up and fight for the future of the Australian bush. 
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Emerald Ladies Probus Club  
      AŌer enjoying a fun filled get 
together for our Christmas in July 
lunch and our morning tea and a 
wander around the Old Cheese 
Factory in Berwick last month, 
we’re looking forward to more 
ouƟngs and acƟviƟes in August. 
 

· Nosh & NaƩer lunch at 
“Seasons at Cloudehill” in Olinda 

· Walk and morning tea at 
Lilydale Lake 

· Titanic - A Voyage Through Time; a stunning virtual reality experience 

· 1812 Theatre producƟon of “Home, I’m Darling” 
The art of Annemieke Mein ExhibiƟon at Box Hill Town Hall 

 
      We will again be running our own Emerald Ladies Probus Show in September when our 
members will display their creaƟons. Our recent monthly craŌ sessions included a watercol-
our painƟng class enjoyed by our budding arƟsts and an exquisite “Cut & Tuck” craŌ using 
paper to create bookmarks, cards and 3D shapes. 
      A recent guest speaker at our monthly meeƟng was Helen Comport who was awarded an 
OAM this year’s King’s Birthday honours for her involvement in Quilts of Valour, an organi-
saƟon that creates and awards quilts to Veterans and immediate families of Defence Per-
sonnel and Veterans who have passed.  Helen bought along some 
amazing quilts.  If you are interested you can learn more about this 
wonderful organisaƟon at quiltsofvalour.com.au  

      If you like the sound of our acƟvi-
Ɵes and are reƟred or semi-reƟred, 
why not come along to a meeƟng to 
find out more. We meet at 10:00am on the third Mon-
day of each month at the Emerald RSL. This month our 
guest speaker will be Andrew Gardner from the Bendigo 
Bank with a presentaƟon about online banking safety.  
You can find more informaƟon on our website by scan-
ning the QR   code or contact Michelle on 5968 4922. 
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Cardinia Shire 
Help shape our roadmap to better local infrastructure with the draft 
Road Management Plan 
      Cardinia Shire Council is seeking feedback on the draft 2025-29 Road Management 
Plan, which is now available for review on Creating Cardinia. 
      The proposed Road Management Plan (RMP) outlines the standards and level of service pro-
vided in maintaining the roads, footpaths, bridges and shared paths that are managed by Council. 
      The plan outlines the requirements for Council to proactively and reactively inspect, service 
and manage Council-managed infrastructure assets, including how often inspections will occur 
and how quickly Council will respond to reports. 
      Cardinia Shire Council Mayor Councillor Jack Kowarzik is urging the community to have their 
say on the draft Road Management Plan to help inform its direction and overall implementation. 
“Council manages an expansive road network which extends over 1600kms from the flats 
through our growth corridor and up into the Hills. We know that there is a lot of work to be done 
on our local roads and infrastructure, and we are committed to making improvements to keep 
the community moving.” 
      Under the Road Management Act 2004 and Road Management Act (General) Regulations 
2016, each Council must review its Road Management Plan every 4 years following a local gov-
ernment election. The review ensures the RMP aligns with current legal standards and communi-
ty needs. 
      The Road Management Plan sets maximum timeframes for repairs based on the severity of 
the issue and the classification of the road. While works are sometimes completed earlier for 
efficiency or asset preservation, Council must follow the RMP’s timelines to ensure consistency 
and legal compliance. 
“We want to hear from you to understand how we can best service our local infrastructure in 
your interest. Your feedback will be vital to help inform the final Road Management Plan.” Mayor 
Kowarzik said. 
      Community consultation is now open and will close on Tuesday 19 August 2025. Council will 
then review the community feedback before finalising the plan for consideration at the October 
2025 Council meeting. 
      To have your say on Council’s proposed Road Management Plan, visit Council’s Creating Car-
dinia website at www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay 
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Power Up Your Savings with Home Energy and Water  
Efficiency Kits 
Published: 3 July 2025 
      Residents of Cardinia Shire can now 
take practical steps towards reducing 
household energy costs and environmen-
tal impacts with the help of free Home 
Energy and Water Efficiency Kits. 
      These kits are developed in partner-
ship with the Energy Innovation Coopera-
tive and available through local My-
li libraries, designed to help households 
assess and improve their energy and water efficiency. With tools like a Power-Mate 
energy meter, thermal imaging camera, and water flow measuring cup, residents 
can identify areas for improvement and make small changes with big savings. 
      The kits are available to borrow free of charge with an adult library membership 
through Myli’s Library of Things program. They are ideal for anyone looking to make 
their home more comfortable, reduce utility bills, and lower emissions. 
      This initiative is part of Cardinia Shire Council’s broader commitment to environ-
mental sustainability, which includes resources like the Home Energy Improvement 
Handbook developed in partnership with Federation University. 
      To learn more or find your nearest participating library, visit: 
Home Energy and Water Efficiency Kits - Cardinia Shire Council 
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Cardinia Shire. 
Community feedback invited on key strategic documents. Published: 22 July 2025 
      Council is inviting feedback on the draft Council Plan 2025–29 and updated Liveability Plan 2017–29 
as part of the final phase of community consultation in the development of these key documents. 
Cardinia Shire Mayor Cr Jack Kowarzik said the Council Plan was Council’s overarching strategic docu-
ment that would drive Council’s direction for the next four years and support Council to deliver on its 
commitment to the community.       
      “The Council Plan is our key document that will help guide our direction and decision making for 
this Council term, outlining how we will deliver on the long-term Community Vision, work towards our 
key strategic objectives, respond to challenges and leverage opportunities,” Mayor Kowarzik said. 
      “As one of Victoria’s fastest growing municipalities, it’s important that we plan for our future to 
ensure our Shire remains a great place to live, work and play. This draft Council Plan outlines our ap-
proach to respond to the Shire’s rapid growth and challenges over the coming years, and will support 
us to deliver on our commitment to the community.” 
      The draft Council Plan is underpinned by five strategic objectives: Thriving communities, Vibrant 
places, Adaptive environments, Prosperous economies 
Responsible leaders 
      The strategic objectives have been informed by priorities identified by the Community Panel during 
the deliberative engagement process earlier this year. The panel reviewed and updated the Communi-
ty Vision 2040 and identified a number of key focus areas that have helped to inform the strategic 
objectives. 
      A series of strategies and initiatives have been developed to achieve each of these strategic objec-
tives, with strategic indicators to measure how they will be achieved by Council. The initiatives include 
tangible actions that will help Council meet community needs over the coming four years and beyond. 
Below are examples of initiatives under each of the strategic objectives: Develop and implement a 
Volunteers’ Strategy to support volunteers and encourage volunteer participation. Plan and deliver 
accessible and inclusive recreation and community facilities. Develop a Towards Zero Emissions Plan to 
ensure progress towards zero emissions and carbon neutrality, and implement the plan. Conduct a 
comprehensive gap analysis of community and human services, education and skills, with recommen-
dations to support advocacy and funding to attract service providers to operate in Cardinia Shire. 
Provide opportunities for meaningful, informed and representative community engagement to guide 
Council’s decision-making. 
      You can view and provide feedback on the draft Council Plan 2025–29 and updated Liveability Plan 
2017-29 on Council’s Creating Cardinia website at www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay 
Consultation closes on 19 August. 
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National Parks need targeted feral deer control not         
ad-hoc hunting 
  
Victorian Protected Areas Council 
  
      Experienced park rangers and managers have described Environment Minister Steve 
Dimopoulos’ decision to allow more recreational deer hunting in East Gippsland national 
parks as an attack on the very values of these precious areas. 
      The Victorian Protected Areas Council, a professional body of former senior park staff, is 
encouraging the State Government to reconsider last Friday’s announcement.  
      “Feral deer are a serious threat to our national parks and professional and targeted con-
trol programs are needed, not unplanned recreational hunting,” Victorian Protected Areas 
Council President Felicity Brooke said. 
      This decision requires amending the National Parks Act 1975 but was announced last 
Friday by the Minister, despite it not being permitted under the current Greater Alps Nation-
al Parks Management Plan, and without any apparent consultation with stakeholders, other 
than deer hunters.   
      It is also not recommended in the State Government’s Eastern Victoria Deer Control Plan 
2023-2028. It is further evidence that the Victorian Government refuses to acknowledge 
that feral deer are a serious pest in this State, threatening the environment, agriculture and 
road safety.  
      There is no evidence that recreational hunting controls feral deer populations. The Na-
tional Feral Deer Action Plan states: “Recreational hunting programs are not containing feral 
deer or reducing feral deer population growth and has been shown to have little impact on 
population growth. 
      The Victorian Government is putting the interests of deer hunters above those of park 
visitors that come to Errinundra and Snowy River national parks to connect with nature, 
camp in peaceful bush campgrounds, fish, swim and paddle along wild rivers and walk in 
majestic forests. The last thing they want is to encounter other visitors with high powered 
firearms, camo gear and hear gun shots. Tensions between deer hunters and other visitors 
already occur in parks where deer hunting is allowed. 
      “There is ample opportunity for deer hunting in State Forests; people need a place to go 
where they can feel safe and enjoy nature without firearms,” Ms Brooke said. 
      “Feral deer control is vital, but it needs to be carefully planned, managed and timed. The 
Sporting Shooters Association already provides experienced hunters to support Parks Victo-
ria’s deer control programs, working with professional controllers, which the Victorian Pro-
tected Areas Council supports.  
      “We encourage the Victorian Government to reconsider this decision and focus on 
properly funded and managed feral deer control in our national parks, while considering the 
enjoyment of parks by visitors.” 
Media Enquiries: 
Felicity Brooke - VPAC President 0428 174 875  
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hƩps://forms.office.com/r/cfdiLSjLhf  

Pygama Party!  Friday 29th August from 7pm Ɵll late. 
      To say goodbye to winter, we are having a pyjama party. This an even-
ing to dress up nice and warm in Pj's, dressing gowns, slippers and be 
creative with your choice of outfit. 
Note: this is a pyjama party NOT what you do or don't wear to bed party 
Kitchen will be open for yummy food and snacks. 
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*Cockatoo*Fielder*Nangana*Mt BurneƩ 

Each year the Cockatoo Over 50’s members celebrate CHRISTMAS IN   
JULY and we again enjoyed a beauƟful meal at the Rose CoƩage Restau-
rant in Monbulk.  Thirty members met and enjoyed a fun day.  
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'Friends of Gembrook 
Park'  

is a community based 
group of volunteers ded-
icated to its conserva-
Ɵon whilst acƟvely in-
volved in its ongoing 
maintenance.  

See our Facebook page 
for details. 

               Mini Golf                       $12.50 per person       4+ $10 each 

               The works                  $46.75 per person       4+ $36.15 each 
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Gembrook Craft Group 
 
Wet felted Pods/Bowls/Hats Workshop  
 
      Come and learn how to wet felt a pod or a bowl or a hat to wear. Same 
technique  for each. 
 
      Saturday 9th August, 10 - 2pm at Gembrook Craft Cottage, 3 Redwood 
Road, Gembrook. Cost $40 . All materials supplied. 
      Please email gembrookcraftgroup@gmail.com for registration form and 
payment details. 
 
Dyeing To Knit Workshop  
 
      Barbara and Ria will show how to dye a skein of yarn ready to knit, using 
commercial dyes.  This will include overdying a coloured skein or ball of yarn.        
There will be an opportunity for participants to dye a small sample to take 
home. 
      Wednesday. 13th August, 10 - 12 pm at Gembrook Craft Cottage, 3 Red-
wood Road, Gembrook . Cost $20. Limit 6 participants. 
      Please email gembrookcraftgroup@gmail.com for a registration form and 
payment details. 
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Help shape Council's next Onsite Wastewater            
Management Plan Published: 14 July 2025 

      Cardinia Shire Council is developing a new Onsite Wastewater Management Plan. 

      The Onsite Wastewater Management Plan helps to protect our health and environment 
by ensuring onsite wastewater management systems, including sepƟc tanks, are correctly 
installed, managed and maintained.   

      To enhance the approach to wastewater management, Council is seeking community 
feedback to understand residents' experiences and prioriƟes regarding wastewater manage-
ment.  

      The Onsite Wastewater Management Plan, previously known as the DomesƟc 
Wastewater Management Plan, outlines how Council manages risks associated with 
wastewater from homes not connected to a municipal sewer system and: Assesses the risks 
to human health and the environment posed by onsite wastewater systems. This includes 
the risk to groundwater and surface water from exisƟng and future systems, and the risk of 
exisƟng systems that are, or could be discharging beyond the property boundaries . IdenƟ-
fies acƟons and Ɵmeframes to improve the management of these systems and minimise the 
risks.  Manages non-compliance and what their enforcement approach is.   

      Wastewater includes greywater from baths, showers, sinks and kitchens, and blackwater 
from toilets, and encompasses residenƟal, commercial and industrial properƟes that are not 
connected to the reƟculated sewerage system commonly known as the sewerage 
mains.   From 14 July to 4 August, Council will be engaging with residents to gather insights, 
ideas, and experiences that will help shape the new plan. Council wants to understand what 
obstacles may be present for residents who have access to the reƟculated sewerage system 
but have not connected. During this phase of engagement, Council is specifically seeking 
feedback from residents currently using sepƟc tank systems to understand more about their 
issues and experiences. This is an opportunity for community members to voice their 
thoughts on how Council manages the risks from wastewater across the shire.  

      This iniƟal idea-gathering consultaƟon will play a crucial role in shaping the draŌ Onsite 
Wastewater Management Plan, which the community will have the chance to provide feed-
back on in late 2025.  Cardinia Shire Mayor Councillor Jack Kowarzik encourages all commu-
nity members to share their feedback to help shape the new plan.  

      "We want to hear from our community, especially residents who currently have sepƟc 
tank systems on their property. Your ideas and experiences are invaluable in helping us de-
velop an effecƟve and sustainable onsite wastewater management strategy," said Mayor 
Kowarzik. "By working together, we can create a plan that not only meets regulatory stand-
ards and protects our local environment, but also reflects the needs of our community."   

      To parƟcipate in the conversaƟon, share thoughts, and stay updated on upcoming en-
gagement acƟviƟes, visit cardinia.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay  

 HN31 



 

 32 



Image Muzza Holmes . 
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THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN THE DANDENONG RANGES 
MASS SCHEDULE 
Sacred Heart Church, Gembrook: 
95/93 Main St, Gembrook, VIC 3783 

Sunday: 9 a.m. 
4th Sunday: Anointing of the sick in the mass  

St. Thomas More Church, Belgrave: 
15-17 Terrys Avenue, Belgrave Victoria 3160 

Monday to Sunday: 9 a.m. 
1st Friday: Anointing of sick 

St. Paul’s Church, Monbulk: 
59 Moores Road, Monbulk Victoria 3793 

Sunday: 11 a.m. 
4th Sunday: Anointing of the sick in the mass 

St. Joseph’s Church, Emerald: 
Emerald - Monbulk Rd & Cornish Rd, Melbourne Victoria 3782 

Saturday: 6 p.m. Vigil Mass 
1st Saturday: Anointing of the sick in the mass 
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Sealing the way to beƩer local roads in the Hills 

Published: 14 July 2025 

      Works are now underway on Cardinia Shire Council’s final Sealing the Hills catchments in 
Beaconsfield Upper and Emerald. 

      Sealing works are now underway on the Stoney Creek and Old Gembrook catchments, 
which include Burton Road, Morris Road, and Young Street in Beaconsfield Upper and Dur-
ban Road, Old Gembrook Road and Sherriff Road in Emerald. 

      The works are jointly funded by the Australian Government and via Special Charge 
Schemes, and will include: 

· pavement construcƟon 

· kerb and channel construcƟon 

· drainage improvement works 

· vehicle and pedestrian crossing upgrades 

· nature strip improvements 

· signage 

line-marking 

 Sealing the Hills is a vital infrastructure program that has helped improve the connecƟvity 
of the exisƟng road network, road safety and access, and provide a more efficient and com-
fortable journey for all road users and the residents and community within the Dandenong 
Ranges and its surrounds.   

      Cardinia Shire Council Mayor Cr Jack Kowarzik is pleased to see sealing works start on 
these local roads, “We understand how important these sealing works are to the develop-
ment of the exisƟng townships in the Hills and improving community safety and access to 
community faciliƟes and ameniƟes.”  

      “While there is sƟll more to be done to improve local roads around the shire, as over 
50% are currently unsealed, every road sealed or upgraded is a step in the right direcƟon.” 

      “Council is commiƩed to improving our road network and we are conƟnuing to advocate 
for infrastructure funding, finding alternaƟve ways to seal local roads and building a beƩer 
Cardinia for the future.” Mayor Kowarzik said. 

      ConstrucƟon is expected to be completed on the Stoney Creek catchment by October 
2025, and works are expected to be completed on the Old Gembrook catchment by the end 
of November 2025, condiƟons permiƫng. 

      For more informaƟon on major projects being completed around the shire, please vis-
it www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/beƩercardinia 
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Join the Term 3 Youth Program  
Published: 14 July 2025 

      Young people aged 12 to 24 are invited to parƟcipate in Cardinia Shire Council's 
Term 3 Youth Program, which offers various acƟviƟes to help young people develop 
friendships, skills, and confidence 

      The Youth Term Program runs from Monday, 21 July to Friday, 19 September, 
and supports young people to connect with peers in a safe and posiƟve environ-
ment. Each term, the council's Youth Services team schedules a variety of engaging 
acƟviƟes to help young people connect with like-minded peers of a similar age in a 
safe and supporƟve environment.  

      This term's program includes:  Sports-Fest: An aŌer-school sports program for 
ages 12 to 17.    Young Parents Group: A fun and supporƟve social group for young 
parents and their children up to 24 years.    Amplify CommiƩee: A fortnightly catch-
up where young people aged 15 to 24 get involved in planning and hosƟng local 
drug, alcohol, and smoke-free events for young people.    CreaƟve Cooking Class: 
This class is perfect for 12 to 17-year-olds to help improve their cooking skills and 
learn to prepare a delicious dish each week.    

      Friday Fun: Youth aged 12-17 are invited to chill with the Youth Team every Fri-
day aŌernoon for awesome games, acƟviƟes, and free food.  

      All acƟviƟes are supervised and adhere to a strict drug, alcohol, vape, and smok-
ing-free policy to ensure a safe space for all parƟcipants. Limited spots are available 
for each program, so we encourage early booking to avoid disappointment.    

      For more informaƟon or to book your spot, visit cardinia.vic.gov.au/
youthprograms  
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 Dress to impress 

Rock and Roll nights at Cockatoo RSL 

With DJ John. Sat 30th August, Sat 25th October 
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Lithium-ion BaƩery Safety Awareness 

       Many preventable house fires occur in Cardinia Shire every year and lithium-ion baƩery 
failure as a cause, is becoming more common. Lithium-ion baƩeries are a type of rechargeable 
baƩery which are available in different sizes. Most laptops, mobile phones, e-bikes, e-scooters, 
power banks and power tools contain them. Risks and injuries from product - Lithium-ion 
baƩeries can be highly flammable, can be very difficult to exƟnguish and may reignite.The 
ACCC saw a 92% increase in reported lithium-ion baƩery incidents including swelling, over-
heaƟng and fires in 2022 compared to 2020. If a lithium-ion baƩery is not correctly manufac-
tured, handled, stored, charged or disposed of, it can catch fire, explode or vent toxic gas. 
Things to look for when buying - There isn’t a mandatory safety standard for lithium-ion baƩer-
ies or products containing them. Ensure you buy products that contain lithium-ion baƩeries 
from a reputable supplier and always follow the manufacturer's instrucƟons for use. 
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CALL US ON 5926-5028 

Local farmers 

      Cardinia Shire Council is inviting farming community to join them for a social catch-up 
and information session. 
      Come along and hear from soil health expert Dr. Mary Cole and Marshall Scott from 
NEX Business Farming and Wellness. 
      Chat with representatives from AgVic and Victorian Farmers Federation (VFF). 
Enjoy refreshments and dinner. No cost or registration required. 
For more information, please email a.groves@cardinia.vic.gov.au or call 5945 3690. 
Date 
      VenueWednesday 13 August - Doors opening at 6pm. Dinner and guest presentations 
from 6:30pm Venue: Cora Lynn Recreation Reserve, Corner Nine Mile Road and Bunyip 
River Road, Cora Lynn (access is off Bunyip River Road) (Walter Berger Facebook) 
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Cockatoo and District Bowls Club  

      Cockatoo and District Bowls Club is a local, member driven club in Cocka-
too. The Club is commiƩed to providing a healthy, family friendly environ-
ment for local residents to enjoy playing Lawn Bowls.  
      There are several ways you can become involved with this great game.                                                      
We partner with u3a Emerald to run a Social Bowls aŌernoon on Mondays.                            
For the family we have Barefoot Bowls on Friday evenings during Daylight 
Savings.    Thursday aŌernoon for Social and Pennant pracƟce, coaching 
available.                                  
      For those keen on playing compeƟƟvely we enter teams in both Saturday 
and Tuesday compeƟƟons, organised by Bowls Victoria. Pennant season be-
gins mid October and ends mid February, with a months break over Christ-
mas.    
      Looking for a venue for a Birthday, Fundraising event or Christmas party? 
We have a FuncƟon room (capacity 70), kitchen and a staffed Licensed Bar 
with the added aƩracƟon of a Bowls green and Club Members to show your 
guests the basics of the game.      
      At Cockatoo Bowls we pride ourselves on the open and friendly atmos-
phere created by our members, and encourage anyone with an inter-
est in Bowls to contact the Club. cockatoobowlsclub@outlook.com                       
0439 151 006 Robert Whimpey.   42 



Doors open 6.45 pm , $3 per book (15 games per session, 2 Sessions). Raffles 
$1 per ticket (all prizes donated). 7.30pm Eyes down First session (15 games) 
8.30pm First session ends. 8.40pm short break and raffle draw. 8.45pm Eyes 
down Second session (15 games). 9.30pm Second session ends. Bar open. 
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FREE! From 2pm every Sunday. 

Cockatoo RSL (sub branch)  

Local Container Returning point. 

RockN Roll Night   
Saturday  30      
August 

Pool Comp.                
Sat 16th August 7pm 
start. 16 only. 

UNO  Comp         
Friday 8th August   
7pm start. 

Darts Comp.            
Friday 22nd August 

Poker Night. 
Sat. 9th August          
7pm Start. 

COCKATOO RSL SUNDAY MUSIC SESSIONS 

FROM 2PM EVERY SUNDAY 

FREE ADMISSION 

Karaoke with Shelley 

Sat.2nd August. 
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