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The Icy Pole Run 

 

      The annual Cockatoo Rural Fire Brigade 
icy pole run kicked off on Christmas Eve 
(Wednesday) at 2.30PM. 

 

      Do you know the history behind the icy 
pole run and why our Brigade doesn't do a 
Santa run like many other Brigade?  

 

      Well… 

 

      In 1983, Cockatoo was significantly    impacted by the Ash Wednesday 
bushfires, which resulted in the loss of six lives, 307 houses and other build-
ings, and a total area burnt of 1,800 hectares. 

 

      This disaster was etched in the memory of young and old and remains 
with  some of our current  residents today. 

 

      Before the days of understanding the now-diagnosis of Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD), or "shell shock" as it was referred to when troops 
from World War 1 returned home, an association of fire trucks and bad     
outcomes was formed. 

 

      To regain the positive association with the Brigade and the big red trucks 
(BRTs), the icy pole run was developed later that same year so that children 
could have some joy and on the flip-side Brigade members could too. 

 

      This tradition lives on strong in our community as we remember 
the tragedy of Ash Wednesday in  3 

Read online at  Hillsnews.net 



Australia Day in Cockatoo - 

An opportunity to recognise and celebrate some of our very special volunteers. 

 
At this morning’s Cockatoo Australia Day Community Morning Tea and Awards we proudly 
recognised: 
Community Group of the Year: The Lyrebirds Community Choir 
Community event of the Year: Sing for Unity 
Young CiƟzen of the Year: Eliza Owen 
Senior CiƟzen of the Year: Ted Godwin 
CiƟzen of the Year: Coral Belrost 
We also acknowledge the contribuƟons of Keilah Dewar as a nominee 
in the Young CiƟzen category. 
 
Our community is enriched by your care for others, the knowledge and skills you share, and 
your leadership and resilience  
 
Our graƟtude also goes to Cockatoo Rural Fire Brigade(CFA) SES Emerald Unit and 1st 
Cockatoo Scouts for their ongoing support of our events and our community. 
 
thank you Rosalyn Oxtoby for sharing your musical talents with us  
 
We enjoyed great coffee from Barista on the Move and delicious lamingtons from Cockatoo 
Bakery and our award recipients received beauƟful leadlight cockatoos handcraŌed 
by Lorens LeadlighƟng to commemorate their achievements. 
 
Thank you to Cardinia Shire Mayor Councillor BreƩ Owen - Beacon Hills Ward, Cardinia 
Shire and David Nickell - Ranges Ward Councillor - Cardinia Shire Council for presenƟng 
our awards 
Our thanks to Aus Day NaƟonal Australia Day Council for funding our event. 
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Celebrating our 2026 Cardinia Shire Australia Day 
Award Winners! 
    Cardinia Shire Council was proud to announce and celebrate the nominees and winners of 
the 2026 Cardinia Shire Australia Day Awards at a special ceremony on Thursday 22 January. 
      This year’s Cardinia Shire Australia Day Award winners are:  
· 2026 Citizen of the Year: Robb Evans 
· 2026 Senior Citizen of the Year: Maureen Timms  
· 2026 Young Citizen of the Year: Eliza Owen  
        2026 Event of the Year: Emerald Arts Society Annual Art Exhibition 
      The awards ceremony at the Cardinia Cultural Centre celebrated the outstanding contri-
butions of volunteers whose dedication and passion make a positive difference to the local 
community. 
      Cardinia Shire Mayor Councillor Brett Owen congratulated the 2026 winners and nomi-
nees and thanked them for their valuable contribution.  
“Our Australia Day Awards showcase the strength, spirit and generosity that define our com-
munity, allowing us to come together to celebrate the selfless contributions of people 
who’ve dedicated their time and energy to making Cardinia Shire a better place,” Mayor 
Owen said. 
“These community members continue to be the heart of Cardinia Shire — quietly giving 
their time, energy and passion to help others and strengthen our community. Their dedica-
tion is nothing short of inspiring. 
“On behalf of Cardinia Shire Council and our entire community, I warmly congratulate the 
2026 Australia Day Award winners and nominees. Your contributions help make our shire an 
inclusive, vibrant and welcoming place for all.” 
      Mayor Owen congratulated 2026 Citizen of the Year, Robb Evans, on his deserving win. 
“Robb’s unwavering commitment and efforts are nothing short of extraordinary,” Mayor 
Owen said. 
“Robb founded Liv’s Legacy to honour his daughter, Olivia, whose life was sadly cut short at 
just 15 due to anorexia nervosa. In the face of unimaginable loss, Robb chose not only to 
honour her memory, but to create lasting change for countless families across Australia. 
“His work has made a huge difference to families navigating the impacts of eating disorders, 
and his courage, conviction, and unwavering commitment have created real and lasting 
change.” 
      Mayor Owen sad the 2026 Senior Citizen of the Year, Maureen Timms, had been an out-
standing volunteer with Palliative Care South East since 2012, contributing more than 150 
hours through the companionship program. 
“Maureen consistently goes above and beyond, taking on extra clients and offering excep-
tional care and support,” Mayor Owen said. 
“Maureen continues to inspire through her generosity and positive example. Her compas-
sion and selflessness make her a true role model and a deserving recipient of the Senior 
Citizen of the Year Award.” 
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      Mayor Owen said Young Citizen of the Year, Eliza Owen, had displayed exceptional dedi-
cation to her community as a volunteer with the Emerald SES and CFA. 
“From a young age, Eliza supported logistics and welfare during major storms, even when 
her own home was destroyed. Officially joining the SES at 15, she quickly became a trusted 
team member, assisting with storm response, flood recovery, landslides, and community 
engagement. 
“Eliza has earned her CFA five-year service award and is recognised as a youth leader in Em-
erald and Cockatoo. Eliza’s strength, positivity, and commitment make her an inspiring role 
model for young people.” 
      Mayor Owen said the 2026 event of the Year – the Emerald Arts Society Annual Art Exhi-
bition – had been a highlight of the local calendar for 55 years. 
“This much-loved and long-standing annual event celebrates creativity and strengthens com-
munity connections through art,” Mayor Owen said. 
“The event attracts entries from across Victoria and interstate, featuring more than 200 ex-
hibits and drawing more than 400 visitors across four days.” 
      Mayor Owen thanked all Australia Day award winners and nominees for their valuable 
contributions and positive impact on the community. 
“Our deserving winners and nominees embody the community spirit that makes Cardinia 
Shire such a special place. 
“As Mayor of Cardinia Shire, I’m proud to be part of a community with so many dedicated, 
passionate and truly outstanding people. Your contributions uplift and inspire us all, and we 
sincerely appreciate all that you do.” 
      The annual Australia Day Awards celebrate and recognise the outstanding contributions 
made by individuals and community groups to the Cardinia Shire community. Councillors 
and former winners were invited to vote on the nominations received for each category. A 
unique link was provided to each person voting which only registered one vote and could 
only be used by the person voting. Prior to voting, each participant was required to com-
plete a Conflict of Interest and confidentiality declaration.  
To find out more about the 2026 Cardinia Shire Australia Day Awards nominees 
and winners, please visit www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/AustraliaDayAwards 
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Cr David Nickell - January 24 2026 
IMPORTANT UPDATE FOR HILLS FOLK... 
Many of you will be strongly aware of (and many of us are in 

the middle of) the changing nature of farming and land 
use in the Hills. Most recently this includes the significant 
decline in broadacre potato cropping and irrigation 
around Gembrook and Cockatoo. Before that it was the 
berries and nurseries around Emerald.  

New land uses are being tried here and there, but there's no 
doubt our District is in transition to a different future, as landowners adapt and con-
sider taking-on new risks. Or not. This change - the need to do it well and with care 
for our people, landscape and hopefully ongoing food producing potential, was one of 
the reasons I stood for Council.  

Well - the Cardinia Agribusiness Audit which will kick-off a new strategic plan and vision 
for Cardinia's farming potential (including the Hills' part in it) has been released for 
comment. 

*** Please take some time to read the Audit, reflect on your experiences and thoughts 
about the future - and respond. There is also several drop-ins planned over the next 
couple of months.*** 

This affects 'townies', in the Hills too. The farms in the landscape surrounding you create 
the backdrop we all love, but it's the landowners who are also the land managers of 
that landscape. Weeds, pests, slashing, irrigating, even planting trees all need to be 
paid for. We've all got to be able to make a living, somehow. If family farming as we 
know (knew?) it changes, what will that mean for the farmland around us?  

As part of the process, Council is also seeking expressions of interest from citizens who 
would like to be involved in a new advisory committee. 

*** If you are involved in or have a background in food and/or agribusiness, please consid-
er getting involved and sending in your expression of interest.*** 

Farming in the Hills has many similarities, but also lots of differences to farming on the 
flats... it is critical that the Hills experience is represented on the Committee by a cou-
ple of locals at least. 

Please share or talk to people who you know are interested in this topic and who might 
want to have a say. 

SEE PAGE 31- I'm proud that Cardinia is now making concrete efforts to build a vision for 
an ongoing future in farming for our communities...Cr David Nickell. 

Cr David Nickell | Ranges Ward | Cardinia Shire 
Council 
Phone: 0428 630 155 | Web: cardinia.vic.gov.au 
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Share her story: recognising the women who inspire our 
community 

Published: 21 January 2026 
      Do you know an inspiring woman who is making a difference in the local community? If 
the answer is yes, we want to hear her story! 
      This International Women’s Day, Cardinia Shire Council is honouring the extraordinary 
women who help shape and uplift our community – whether they lead, support, create, 
advocate, or make a difference behind the scenes. 
Please tell us what makes her special in 500 words or less, or by submitting a short three-
minute video. 
      Everyone who submits a story, along with the women featured in their stories, will be 
invited to join our 2026 International Women’s Day celebration on Thursday 5 March at the 
Cardinia Cultural Centre. The event will celebrate the remarkable contributions of women 
across our shire. 
During the event, five stories will be highlighted from each of the following categories: 
· Leading the way 
· Making a difference 
· Using creativity 
· Celebrating culture and generations 
Quiet achiever 
      Submissions are now invited for women who have a strong connection to Cardinia Shire 
either as a resident or through their meaningful contributions to the local community. En-
tries may be submitted as a written story, poem or video and will close on Sunday 8 Febru-
ary. 
      For more information, or to make a submissions, please visit International Women’s Day 
2026: Balancing the Scales Through Her Story submissions  – Cardinia Cultural Centre  
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The Cockatoo Community Bus Is Back on the Road! 
      Great news for our local groups, clubs, and community organisa-
tions—the Cockatoo Community Bus is officially back in ser-
vice! After a prolonged pause, the bus has returned to provide safe, 
reliable, and affordable transport for the Cockatoo community. 
      The Cockatoo Community Bus has long played an important role 
in helping residents stay connected. Whether it’s getting seniors to 
social programs, supporting youth activities, helping sporting clubs 
travel to events, or assisting local groups with excursions, the bus 
offers a convenient way for everyone to get where they need to go. 
      This much loved service is owned and maintained entirely by volunteers, 
made possible through the generosity of community contributions and support from local 
sponsors. Every booking helps keep the bus on the road and available for everyone—so 
when you choose the Cockatoo Community Bus, you’re also supporting the continued 
strength and independence of our town. 
Booking & Rates 
      The bus is now open for bookings, and community groups are encouraged to plan ahead 
for upcoming events, outings, or regular activities. 
For the most up to date rates, please refer to our Square or Facebook pages, where the 
current pricing schedule is listed alternatively call 0493 646 318. 
A Community Effort 
      The return of the bus is a testament to what our community can achieve together. A 
heartfelt thankôyou goes out to the volunteers who dedicate their time to maintaining the 
vehicle, coordinating bookings, and ensuring the service remains available for all. Their com-
mitment helps strengthen the connections that make Cockatoo such a special place to live. 
If your group is looking for a reliable way to get around—or you simply want to support a 
local asset that benefits everyone—consider using the Cockatoo Community Bus for your 
next outing. 
       Next meeting  Friday Feb 6th at the Alan Bailey building on the Alma Treloar reserve 7.30 
Thanks to Cockatoo scouts for the use of the building. 
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Victoria’s transition to contactless payment on public 
transport a tap in the right direction 
  
RMIT University 
  
      The Victorian Government is in its final testing phase for the long-awaited transition to a 
tap-and-go system, where passengers can use bank cards or smartphones to pay for public 
transport. An RMIT expert explains what the shift means for passengers and if it will ease 
pressure on the state’s growing transport system.  
      Andrew Butt, Professor in Sustainability and Urban Planning  
"Many people will be familiar with tap-and-go system in cities such as Sydney and London, 
and while the technology is not new, it has apparently taken some time, and some new 
technology, to get it working on the Myki system.  
"The advantages of this are clear for users, especially visitors and occasional users, with op-
portunities to reduce another barrier to using public transport.    
"Shifting transport modes, from driving to public transport, offers advantages to ease con-
gestion, manage major events, and meet the needs of tourists and visitors.    
"Coupled with the new free under-18s fares, free weekend fares for seniors, and the open-
ing of the Metro Tunnel, it provides a step change in public transport choice and access, at 
least for those with reliable options nearby.    
      "However, with increased usage, issues will still remain in a system where capacity on 
major routes, especially in Melbourne’s rapidly growing outer suburbs, requires big invest-
ments, and where increased users at peak times and at major events demands more ser-
vices." 
Andrew Butt is a Professor in Sustainability and Urban Planning in the School of Global, Ur-
ban and Social Studies and the Centre for Urban Research at RMIT University. Andrew is a 
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Doors open 6.45 pm , $3 per book (15 games per session, 2 Sessions). Raffles 
$2 per ticket (all prizes donated). 7.30pm Eyes down First session (15 games) 
8.30pm First session ends. 8.40pm short break and raffle draw. 8.45pm Eyes 
down Second session (15 games). 9.30pm Second session ends. Bar open. 
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 Some of the recent performers at Sunday Music Sessions. 

2pm-5pm every Sunday. Kitchen open. Best coffee in town. 
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ONE MILLION YOUNG VICTORIANS NOW TRAVELLING FOR FREE 
  
Thursday, 1 January 2026 
  
The Allan Labor Government is making public transport free for every child, every day, eve-
rywhere – putting money back in the pockets of parents right across Victoria. 
Acting Premier Ben Carroll and Minister for Public and Active Transport Gabrielle Williams 
today announced that all passengers under 18 are now able to catch a train, tram or bus for 
free with their Youth myki card anywhere in the state. 
This will help to ease the cost of living for Victorian families – making getting to school and 
seeing family and friends cheaper and easier. 
A yearly student pass in 2025 cost $755. A family with three children using yearly student 
passes spent $2,265 a year. A student without a yearly pass – who buys a daily fare four 
times a week – spent $1,144 a year. 
Across Victoria there are more than one million young Victorians who are eligible for the 
new Youth myki card, unlocking more opportunities to get young people where they need to 
go. 
Passengers aged 5 to 17 must carry their Youth myki as proof of their free travel entitlement 
and should continue to tap on and off to ensure a smooth entry and exit when travelling 
across the network. 
Youth myki cards are available to purchase for $5, both online on the Transport Victoria web-
site or in person at staffed stations. 
It’s just one of the ways the Labor Government is making travel across Victoria cheaper.  
The Labor Government’s regional fare cap has already saved Victorians more than $174 mil-
lion and travel is free for everyone, everywhere, every weekend across the public transport 
network until Sunday, 1 February to celebrate the opening of the Metro Tunnel. 
For more information on the Youth myki and free travel across the network vis-
it transport.vic.gov.au. 
Quotes attributable to Acting Premier Ben Carroll 
“Free public transport for every child, every day, everywhere – from today.” 
“This will put money back in the pockets of parents right across Victoria and make life just 
that little bit easier.” 
Quotes attributable to Minister for Public and Active Transport Gabrielle Williams 
“This is real, practical, cost of living relief for Victorian families. Whether it’s travelling to the 
city, to regional Victoria or just around the corner – it’s now free for every child.” 
“We're adding more services across our public transport network, to provide Victorians with 
more options to get to appointments, work and social activities.” 
Media contact Jen Aitken 0467 745 963 | jennifer.aitken@minstaff.vic.gov.au 

 17 



Cockatoo Over 50’s day trip 
      Cockatoo Over 50’s had a day trip to ‘Bruno’s in Marysville on 19th January 2026.  Our 
first  trip of the New Year for the Cockatoo over 50’s group.    What a fabulous day it has 
been,  Everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves, it was both informative and enjoyable. The 
Art Work was incredible, to think that one man (apart from some that his father also had 
produced) has produced over 160 of his own sculptures in his garden. it was mind blowing 
experience . To have the ability to create not only  paintings but sculptures to the quality 
that he has is totally amazing.  I will include here just a tiny sample of his amazing work.  For 
those of you who were unable to come, well, you missed an incredible treat. A great day 
out, mark it on your calendar and  go see for yourselves. 

 

COCKATOO Over 50’s Podiatry. 
      We have Adam from “walk on podiatry” aƩending the Cockatoo over 50’s.  
If you are over 50 and interested you can book an appointment by ringing 03 5941 6147 
 
The dates for 2026 are  
 
- February 25 th 
- April 29 th 
- June 24 th 
- August 19 th 
- October 14 th 
- December 9 th 
Time 10.00 - 1 pm 
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Free green waste drop-off in Pakenham! 
Published: 23 January 2026 
      To help residents clear out their gardens and tidy up their properties this summer, Car-
dinia Shire Council is holding free green waste drop off days this February. 
From 7–14 February 2026, residents can drop off their green waste at the Future Recycling 
Transfer Station in Pakenham. 
      This free service gives residents a convenient and environmentally friendly way to dis-
pose of green waste, in addition to the optional food and garden waste bin. 
Residential green waste can be dropped off, including:  
· garden clippings, tree branches and trunks (up to 30 centimetres wide and 1 metre 
long), weeds, grass clippings, leaves, flowers  
Drop-off dates and location 
Future Recycling Transfer Station, 30–32 Exchange Drive, Pakenham Operating times: 
· Saturday 7 February: 8am – 2pm, Sunday 8 February: Closed, Monday 9 – Friday 13 Feb-
ruary: 7:30am – 3:30pm, Saturday 14 February: 8am – 2pm 
      This drop-off service is only open to Cardinia Shire residents, so please present photo ID 
as proof of residence when you arrive. Residential green waste is only accepted via cars, 
utes and trailers; commercial vehicles or business operators cannot access this service to 
dispose of green waste.   
      Cardinia Shire Mayor Councillor Brett Owen is encouraging the community to use this 
opportunity to dispose of excess garden waste responsibly. 
“You can help keep our shire tidy and safe. These dropôoff days are a simple, practical way 
for residents to clean up their properties and help reduce fire risks, especially during sum-
mer.” 
      Council runs a range of free waste drop-off events throughout the year to help residents 
manage their waste safely, responsibly, and sustainably. 
“We’re proud to offer these free events and additional waste services, and I would encour-
age residents to use these services.” Mayor Owen said. 
To find out more information on all upcoming waste events, visit www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/
dropoff 
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LINE DANCING WITH KATHY 
 

FOR ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS OF ALL AGES 
 

$10 per class 
 

Our 2026 beginners line dance group will start at Cockatoo Over 50’s Community Hall 
 

 on Thursday 5th February, 10 - 11.30 a.m. 
 

Learn to line dance - everyone is welcome! 
 

You will enjoy fun and laughter, music, and exercise, of course!  
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Have you tried Conscious Breathwork yet?  
      There are so many different techniques to evoke varied states of aware-
ness and being. Brooke uniquely combines the intenƟonal breath with ener-
geƟc healing, using rhythmic breathing to go deep within the body and open 
up space to heal and repair stagnant energy and emoƟonal blocks. Private 
1:1 sessions available online, and local group Breath Journey’s are running 
this term in Emerald and Cockatoo. Visit h t t p s : / /
www.breathbodyritual.com/ for all details and informaƟon, or Contact 
Brooke on 0434 926 554. Just for women at this stage. 

Conscious Breathwork  
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2026 Jobs and Skills Showcase  
Explore, Experience & Empower Your Future 

Step into a world of opportunity at this exciting event hosted by Cardinia Shire Council, 
where inspiration meets information to help you take the next step in your career journey. 

Location: Cardinia Cultural Centre 
Date: Wednesday, 18 March 2026 
Time: 9:15am – 12:00pm 
Tickets: https://www.trybooking.com/DHVXN 
Jobseeker Information Session: Unlock Your Career 

Presented by Workforce Australia - Local Jobs South Eastern Melbourne and Peninsula this 
pre-showcase information session will provide you with practical tools and tips to navigate 
the job market, discover in-demand industries, explore training pathways, and learn how to 
stand out with your resume and interview skills. Connect with local support services and get 
ready to take control of your career! 

Explore the opportunities at Showcase 

· Meet local employers, training providers, trade professionals, and support agencies—all 
under one roof! Whether you're passionate about traditional trades, curious about emerg-
ing industries, seeking volunteer opportunities, or still discovering your path, this is your 
chance to connect, learn, and be inspired.  

HillsNews. Online HillsNews.net 

      ContribuƟons for consideraƟon for publicaƟon are welcome and must be submiƩed by the 
20th of the month for the next issue, Emailed to 3781News@gmail.com or posted to 
3781News, PO Box 3, Cockatoo, VIC 3781.  Editor BreƩ Barker 2/5 McBride St, Cockatoo. 
0421 219 899. HillsNews is Auspiced by Cockatoo RSL sub branch inc. Read online and see 
back issues at HillsNews.net or send an email to subscribe and help save a tree. 
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Grant opportunities that are currently open for applica-
tions (listed in order of closing date) 
Tiny Towns Fund (Victorian Government) closes 4 February 2026   

This funding opportunity supports local communities in Cardinia Shire in targeted locations 

with a population of up to 5,000 people. The Fund responds to the needs of local people 

and aims to increase liveability, opportunity and prosperity in small towns in Victoria. Both 

community capacity building and infrastructure projects can be applied for. 

Saluting Their Service Commemorative Grants Program - Community Grants (Australian 

Government) closes 5 February 2026  

This small grant from the Department of Veteran's Affairs is for projects that are community-

based and commemorate the service and roles of those who have served, and to preserve 

and provide access to information about Australia’s wartime heritage.  

2026 Community Bank University and TAFE Scholarship program (Bendigo Bank) closes 6 

February 2026 

Local Community/Bendigo Banks are offering this program which aims to assist academically 

motivated students from the local area and surrounding districts who have been offered a 

place at an Australian university or TAFE to study 2026 and are experiencing challenging cir-

cumstances. The scholarship program supports the following study related expenses –

 accommodation costs, course costs, study-related materials/equipment, textbooks, tutoring 

and /or education related travel (within Australia). Community Banks in Cardinia offering this 

program are Lang Lang, Koo Wee Rup and Bunyip. 

2026 Community Bank New Beginnings Mature Aged Scholarship (Bendigo Bank) closes 6 

February 2026 

Local Community/Bendigo Banks are offering this program which aims to assist academically 

motivated matured aged students residing in the City of Casey or Shire of Cardinia who have 

been offered a place at an Australian university or TAFE to study in 2026 and are experienc-

ing challenging circumstances. The scholarship program supports the following study related 

expenses – accommodation costs, course costs, study-related materials/equipment, text-

books, tutoring and /or education related travel (within Australia). Community Banks in Car-

dinia offering this program are Lang Lang, Koo Wee Rup and Bunyip. 

African Australian Creative Media Grant (Ubuntu Project) closes 12 February 2026 

This grant funds organisations that operate in screen media, visual arts, podcasting, radio 

and written media to amplify the stories of African Australia creatives. 
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Grant opportunities that are currently open for applica-
tions (listed in order of closing date) 
Community Sponsorship Program (WorkSafe Victoria) closes 13 February 2026  

NFPs and unincorporated groups can seek sponsorship for community events or activities 

that complement WorkSafe's strategic objectives and campaigns relating to reducing work-

place harm and improving outcomes for injured workers.  

Multicultural Capacity Building Grants (Victorian Government) closes 19 February 2026 

This Department of Premier and Cabinet grant aims to help NFPs to build skills, systems, 

leadership and strategies to improve long-term effectiveness and support more collabora-

tion. 

National Shed Development Programme (Australian Men’s Shed Association) closes 20 Feb-

ruary 2026 

This grant supports Men’s Sheds to deliver mental health and wellbeing programs and 

events, shed improvements and to purchase new tools and equipment.  

Funding for healthcare education initiatives (AbbVie) closes 27 February 2026  

This grant supports community organisations with healthcare education initiatives, disease 

awareness activities, the creation of educational materials and digital content, and related 

fundraising efforts. 

Content, Operations & Programming Grants (Community Broadcasting Foundation) closes 3 

March 2026 

These grants support small and grassroots community media organisations (radio & TV) to 

build business capacity and skills. 

Community Project Funding (Women’s Mental Health Australia) closes 5 March 2026 

Funds local organisations to build programs and support services that increase positive men-

tal health outcomes for women. 

National Shed Development Programme - Defibrillators Category (Australian Men’s Shed 

Association) closes 6 March 2026 

This grant supports Men’s Sheds to purchase an Automated External Defibrillator or to re-

place batteries and pads. 

Small Environmental Grants (Wettenhall Trust) EOI opens 9 March 2026 

Through this grant, the Trust supports practical, community-linked biodiversity conservation 

and education projects. 
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Help shape the future of food and agribusiness in Cardinia Shire 

 
 

      Cardinia Shire Council is strengthening the shire’s food and agribusiness sector and is 
calling on the community to get involved. 
      The Draft Agribusiness Audit Report has been completed following a number of research 
and engagement activities during 2024–25. More than 330 rural landowners, farmers, food 
businesses, industry representatives and community leaders informed the audit. 
      Cardinia Shire Mayor Cr Brett Owen said the report provided an overview of the current 
state of the food and agriculture sector in the shire, as well as challenges and opportunities 
for the future. 
      A key opportunity identified through the audit is the establishment of a Food and Agri-
business Advisory Committee. Council is now inviting expressions of interest from communi-
ty members interested in joining the committee to help shape policies, strategies and initia-
tives aimed at strengthening the shire’s food and agribusiness sector. 
Mayor Owen said Council was seeking up to 10 community representatives to join the com-
mittee, which would also include two Councillors and Council staff. 
“The advisory committee will play an integral role in supporting Council’s vision for food and 
agribusiness across the shire,” he said. 
“We’re inviting Cardinia Shire residents from diverse backgrounds, such as farming, food 
production and manufacturing, science, technology and industry organisations, to express 
interest in joining the committee and share their knowledge and insights. 
“The committee will provide advice on strategies, identify emerging trends and challenges, 
advocate for industry needs and help to strengthen connections between Council and key 
stakeholders in the sector.” 
Expressions of interest for the Food and Agribusiness Advisory Committee are open until 22 
February. The Draft Agribusiness Audit Report is available for the community to view and 
provide feedback until 15 March. 
Opportunities identified through the audit, together with the Food and Agribusiness Adviso-
ry Committee, will help to inform the development of Cardinia Shire Council’s new Food and 
Agribusiness Strategy, which is a key initiative of the new Council Plan 2025–29. 
To help inform the strategy, a number of community pop-up sessions will be held: 
· Monday 9 February, 6–7:30pm, Koo Wee Rup Community Centre, 255 Rossiter Road, 
Koo Wee Rup. 
· Thursday 19 February, 6–7:30pm, Gembrook Community centre, 4 Gembrook Road., 
Gembrook. 
· Monday 2 March, 6–7:30pm, Cardinia Cultural Centre, Lakeside Boulevard, Pakenham. 
Saturday 14 March, 10 am–2pm, Pakenham Agricultural Show, PB Ronald Reserve, John 
Street, Pakenham. 
To view and provide feedback on the Draft Agribusiness Audit Report, express your interest 
in joining the Food and Agribusiness Advisory Committee, or for more information, please 
visit https://creating.cardinia.vic.gov.au/agriculture-audit 

 31 



 32 



What are the benefits of having your own live chickens? 
      Having your own live chickens can give you fresher eggs, beƩer garden ferƟlity and pest 
control, reduced food waste, and surprisingly engaging, low-cost pets. Many people also 
value the environmental and educaƟonal benefits of a small backyard flock. 

Food and nutriƟon 

      Regular supply of very fresh eggs, oŌen daily from good layers. Backyard eggs are oŌen 
higher in some nutrients like vitamin D and certain vitamins compared with typical super-
market eggs, especially when hens are well-fed and allowed to range. You know exactly how 
the birds are treated and what they are fed, which can maƩer if you care about humane and 
low-chemical producƟon.[4][7][3] 

Garden and waste benefits 

      Chickens provide high-nutrient manure that becomes excellent compost and ferƟliser 
once aged, improving soil structure, moisture retenƟon, and plant health. They help with 
pest control by eaƟng insects, slugs, larvae, and some weeds, reducing the need for chemi-
cal pesƟcides in vegetable beds and orchards. A flock can significantly cut kitchen scraps and 
garden waste going to landfill, because many leŌovers can be safely fed to hens.[1][3][4] 

Cost and sustainability 

      AŌer setup, chickens are relaƟvely low-cost pets; feed and bedding are the main ongoing 

The adverƟser is a regular sponsor of HillsNews 
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Vale Arthur Wintle 
 
      It is with great sadness that we share the news of the passing of our dear friend and Vice 
President Arthur Wintle. He was a valued and important member and will be sadly missed 
by us all. 
      Arthur was a passionate contributor to The Cockatoo History Group always eager to 
share his knowledge and passion for our local history as well as his interest in family history. 
His dedication helped preserve the spirit of Cockatoo for generations to come. He was in-
strumental in the writing and publication of our book Cockatoo, Voices from the Past and 
was interested in assisting with our new book. 
      We will deeply miss his warmth, humour, and the generous way he brought our local 
history to life.  
      Our heartfelt condolences go out to Sarah, Cameron, James and family, and all who had 
the privilege of knowing him. RIP Arthur. 
Jan, Dot and Ruth  (Cockatoo History and Heritage Group) 
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Gemco Players Community Theatre 
      Welcome one and all to Gemco's ongoing Open Stage Night. Hosted by Carol, our popu-
lar open stage has been running for many decades. Held in the cosy hall, you are welcome to 
perform anything you like or just come for the lovely entertainment. 

      Enjoy music, poetry, singing, monologues or anything you wish to show!. Running the 
first Sat of every month, now starting at 7pm! 
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MAKING IT EASIER FOR VICTORIANS TO GET CARE AT THE 
CHEMIST 
  

Friday, 19 December 2025 

  

      Victorians will now be able to get more conditions treated at the chemist – with the Allan 
Labor Government expanding its Chemist Care Now program.  

 

      Minister for Health Mary-Anne Thomas today joined the team at Richmond Traders Price-
line to announce new conditions have been added to the program – helping Victorians avoid 
an unnecessary trip to the doctor while freeing up GPs to see people with more complex con-
ditions. 

 

      With consultations remaining free, busy families will now be able to seek treatment for 
the common skin infection impetigo, known as ‘school sores’ – making it easier to get their 
kids the care they need.  

 

      Access to affordable and convenient care for Victorian women will be strengthened, with 
the addition of two new hormonal contraceptives options – the injectable depot and the vag-
inal ring – available for resupply, without needing a prescription. 

 

      Women experiencing menopause will also benefit, with pharmacists able to provide a 
resupply of hormone replacement therapy (HRT) without a prescription later next year. 

 

      Over the next two years, Chemist Care Now will grow to include 22 treatments for com-
mon health conditions – with participating pharmacists able to undertake short-form training 
to deliver each new service. 

 

      It builds on the existing program which currently offers treatment for uncomplicated uri-
nary tract infections, skin conditions such as shingles, travel vaccines including hepatitis A 
and B, and the resupply of the contraceptive pill. 

 

      Following a successful pilot, the Labor Government made Chemist Care Now permanent 
earlier this year, supported by a $18 million investment in the Victorian Budget 2025/26. 
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Pay less at the bowser!  
      Servo Saver has been launched in the Service 
Victoria app - a simple way to check real-time fuel 
prices before you fill up. 

See prices from 1,200+ retailers statewide.  

Save up to $333 a year by choosing the best deal 
near you or along your route.  

Under the next phase of our Fair Fuel Plan, fuel 

                            Fire season is here!                                                        
Create or update your written bushfire survival plan now! 
     Having a written bushfire plan will help you make decisions more quickly and 
confidently during an emergency. 

       Facing the threat of a bushfire can be a highly stressful experience, and having 
written procedures in place can help you act with more focus. Knowing that you 
have a plan in place may help reduce anxiety during bushfire season. 

     For businesses, a fire plan will help minimize damage to your property, protect 
your employees and clients and make it easier to get back to business faster. It can 
also play an important role in ensuring your business remains compliant with all 
relevant regulations. 

     You should familiarize your staff and clients with the bushfire plan each fire sea-
son to help reduce the anxiety and uncertainty that people may feel. 

Tips for looking after your people during bushfire season include: 

· Involving as many people as possible in the creation of your bushfire plan. 

· Being aware of people's personal needs when creating the plan. 

     Practice your bushfire survival plan so that people know what to do. 
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Council welcomes Victorian Government funding to     
expand kindergarten places in Cockatoo  

 

Published: 16 December 2025 

      Cardinia Shire Council is pleased to an-
nounce that Cockatoo Kindergarten will soon 
benefit from additional kindergarten places 
and upgraded facilities, with support from the 
Victorian Government. 

      Located at 23 Bailey Road Cockatoo, the 
kindergarten will undergo significant improve-
ments including: 

· Upgrades to the existing community room into a licensed 33-place kindergarten room 
and integrating the existing kindergarten room and shared indoor/outdoor spaces, all under 
the existing roofline. 

· Upgrades to amenities to meet the latest accessibility and compliance standards. 

      Renewal of existing kindergarten room, including upgraded children’s amenities to im-
prove accessibility, inclusion and functionality. 

      These upgrades will enable the kindergarten to deliver up to an additional 63 places for 
local children and families from Term 1 2027. 

Cardinia Shire Council Deputy Mayor, Cr Liz Roberts welcomed the funding as a positive step 
forward for the community. 

      “Cardinia is grateful for the Building Blocks Partnership with the Victorian Government as 
it provides a framework for collaboration and co-investment in early years infrastructure 
which is particularly important in our growing region.” 

      Cr Roberts said the expansion will ensure the facility is future-
ready to meet growing community demand and the increased hours 
of kindergarten delivered as part of the Best Start, Best Life reforms. 

     “These upgrades will allow more children in Cockatoo to secure a 
kindergarten place and enjoy improved facilities that support their 
development.” 
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FREE! From 2pm every Sunday. 

Cockatoo RSL (sub branch)  

Local Container Returning point. 

COCKATOO RSL SUNDAY MUSIC SESSIONS 

FROM 2PM EVERY SUNDAY 

FREE ADMISSION 

Karaoke with Shelley 

Friday 31st October. 
40 

BINGO Mon 2 February 

Gembrook RSL. 6.45 opens 

UNO Friday 6 February 

7.30 pm 

 

POKER Saturday 7 February 

7.30 pm 

POOL COMP Sat 14 Feb. 

7.30 pm 

DARTS Friday 20 February 

7.30 pm                           
DOUBLES POOL Frid 27 Feb. 

7.30 pm 

TRIVIA Sat 28 February 

7.30 pm 

KARAOKE with Shelly 

Friday 6 March 

Saturday 4 April 

7.30 pm 


